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dishonor to men of much riper years than were the recipients when 
they won their first youthful honors. In other cases the merits of the 
verse are by no means conspicuous ; and it is evident that there was 
but little competition, or that the standard by which the examiners 
measured the excellence of the poems could not have been very high. 
Nevertheless, the volume possesses a special interest, as a collection of 
the earliest productions of men who have since become eminent in so 
many different departments of literary endeavor. Most of the pieces 
are characterized by smoothness of versification rather than by depth 
or originality of thought. Perhaps the best piece, as a whole, is Ten- 
nyson's Timbuctoo which received the prize in 1829, although some of 
the other poems contain more striking passages. It may be worth no- 
ticing, that in several instances the medal was more than once adjudged 
to the same person. Thus Lord Macaulay was successful in 1819 and 
again in 1821, Praed in 1823 and 1824, Dr. Christopher "Wordsworth 
in 1827 and 1828, W. C. Kinglake in 1830 and 1832, and one com- 
petitor, Edward H. Bickersteth, obtained the prize for three successive 
years, 1844, 1845, and 1846. During the whole time there have been 
but three years in which the medal was not adjudged to some com- 
petitor. 

7. — A History of the Knights of Malta, or the Order of the Hospital of 
St. John of Jerusalem. By Major Whitworth Porter, Royal 
Engineers. London : Longman, Brown, Green, Longmans, and 
Roberts. 1858. 2 vols. 8vo. pp. xvi. and 518, 522. 

This work is the fruit of original research, and is in several respects 
an important contribution to historical literature. Its author's residence 
in Malta gave him access to numerous unpublished documents in the 
Record Office, and to the valuable collections in the Public Library of 
the island ; and from personal friends who have made the subject a 
special study he also received much assistance. The result is a thor- 
ough and careful account of the internal condition and the foreign rela- 
tions of the Order, from its formation in the eleventh century to its in- 
glorious expulsion from Malta by the French under Bonaparte in 1798, 
in the time of Ferdinand de Hompesch, the sixty-ninth Grand-Master. 
In this long period it underwent some important modifications and 
passed through various fortunes, gradually changing its character from 
a mere charitable body of religious men to a great military and politi- 
cal organization, and transferring its principal field of operations from 
the plains of Palestine to the Mediterranean Sea. Through all these 
changes Major Porter conducts his readers, illustrating each successive 
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period with indefatigable labor, and presenting a more vivid sketch of 
the gradual rise, decline, and overthrow of the Order than we have 
seen from any previous writer. Especially in regard to its internal 
affairs and government are we indebted to him for much new informa- 
tion ; and among the chapters which will be read with most interest are 
those relating to the revenues, expenditures, festivals, councils, and crim- 
inal records of the Order, and to the history of the Order in England. 
Upon all these points Major Porter has collected a great number of 
curious and instructive details from the most trustworthy authorities. 

His style is deficient in those graces which a more practised writer 
would have given to a narrative so rich in brilliant events, and there 
are some painful attempts at fine writing. But it must be admitted 
that the worst written passage in either of the two volumes is the com- 
mencement of the first chapter ; and in no other instance has he de- 
scended to such mere nonsense as at the close of his last chapter. Be- 
tween these extreme points, his style, though never elegant and not always 
correct, is sufficiently clear and explicit. His military education has 
given him much skill in the description of battles and sieges ; and the 
best portions of his History are those devoted to the two sieges of 
Rhodes and to the heroic defence of Malta by La Valette, which has 
also been described with admirable clearness and force by Mr. Prescott 
in his History of the Reign of Philip II. 

In the Appendix are numerous important documents, including a list 
of the Grand-Masters, a translation of the letter from the Grand-Master 
Peter D'Aubusson to the Emperor of Germany, containing a narrative 
of the first siege of Rhodes, and some interesting extracts from a man- 
uscript history of the fortifications of Malta. The volumes are also 
enriched by portraits of L'Isle Adam and of La Valette from the origi- 
nal paintings in the palace at Malta, and by some other illustrations. 



8. — Fragmentary Remains, Literary and Scientific, of Sir Humphry 
Davy, Bart., late President of the Royal Society, etc. With a 
Sketch of his Life, and Selections from his Correspondence. Edited 
by his Brother, John Davy, M. D., F. R. S. London : John 
Churchill. 1858. 8vo. pp. 330. 

The materials of which this volume is composed are neither exten- 
sive nor very valuable. They consist almost exclusively of letters, and 
a few note-books which came into Dr. Davy's possession on the death 
of his brother's widow in May, 1855. These he has connected by some 
explanatory remarks, and by a succinct sketch of Sir Humphry Davy's 



